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initiated when emotions are let loose?
Coupled with these thoughts, the whole country has been through the media hype of M.P.s 
expenses being exposed, and suddenly ‘responsibility’ is called in to apportion blame. What 
leads to this apparent greed in some politicians?  I suppose, like every other walk in life, 
when temptation is put in the way of a person, that still small voice of conscience often gets 
swept aside, especially it “the law allows it”. Isn’t it time that politicians as well as ordinary 
people took responsibility for whatever they do?  Would it not be great if we could all think 
of other people and how we can help those in need, rather than making a profit in whatever 
way is possible?  Would it not be better to think of how to nurture and care for a sick or 
elderly person, as our responsibility rather than trying to get a law passed which will allow 
that person to be killed?  Would it not be better to think of how to overcome difficulties 
rather than destroying a baby developing in the womb?  

On the positive side, we read that a majority of Americans consider themselves pro-life – 
isn’t that good news?  Barbara Lyons, Executive Director of Wisconsin ‘Right to Life’ says, 
“The reason for the change in attitude could be the advertising Campaign we have pursued 
over the past 12 years. Abortion, with its high repeat rates and damage to women, has lost its 
lustre as a panacea for curing society’s social ills.”

Sadly, on the negative side, the World Health Organization (WHO) has published a report on 
Human Organ Transplantation and says that if the declaration of “death” from the currently 
used standard of “brain death” could be changed to “cardiac death” it could yield up to 3 
times as many donors.

There is already considerable controversy about the issue of brain death and it has been 
reported that many people declared to be brain dead are not actually dead, sometimes 
waking up in time to stop their organs being excised for the benefits of others!  According to 
Dr. Paul Byrne, “Brain Death is not true death never was and never will be.”  In some parts 
of the U.S. when a donor is without a pulse for 75 seconds (but his heart is still beating) the 
organs are taken --- this is called donation by cardiac death (DCD).

I leave you all to digest these facts! – Editor.
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Dear Friends,
As a musician working on an arrangement for the 
Celtic harp, of a well-known song from the musical 
“Showboat”, I paused to read the lyrics. The song is 
called ‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes!’

How has this brought me to engage with the pro-life 
philosophy?  Well, maybe more people, particularly 
women, could reflect on the lines “when a lovely 
flame dies, smoke gets in your eyes.”  What is the 
smoke obliterating? Is it trying to get rid of the 
facts? Does it help in denying the responsibility 
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Dear Editor,
I am glad that my friend Christine McCafferty M.P. includes in her colourful 
Constituency Report the animal welfare concern for humane pig farming.

We should all buy British since continental practices of crating are cruel, and should 
opt for “Freedom Food” products if affordable, or go the whole hog and become 
vegetarian.  Chris is a well above average M.P. with a special concern too for 
worldwide issues of women’s welfare; yet I hope she spares a thought for the real, if 
perhaps rarer hazard of domestic violence against men!

On abortion, her use of the “Women’s Right to Choose” slogan trivializes its serious 
moral aspects to the level of our right to choose between breakfast tea and coffee. Since 
an absolute ban is absurd since situations arise when it would kill both mother and 
foetus, it is a Responsibility to Decide; and a responsibility is not a right. Against the 
claim that “Women need 24 weeks as a deadline,” could we put forward the facts that 
the embryo may now, through medical advances, be capable of independent life at 22 
weeks? Thus warranting greater honour; and that termination to save the mother’s life 
or to avert the birth of a greatly deformed child, has been legal beyond the time limit 
since long before the David Steel Act. 

The issue on abortion, however, is not this one about “deadlines” which relate only to 
a tiny minority of cases. It is the claim that there is a woman’s right, and a man’s right 
by association, to a change of mind after choosing to mate, with conception always a 
possible outcome since no contraception is 100% safe.

Abortion is always at best a sad necessity, and its incidence needs curtailing by sexual 
restraint, which is possible since we aren’t like the brute beasts and incapable of 
discipline. This is not primarily a legislative matter but is one of “climate of opinion”. 

A character in a Susan Howatch novel calls the 1960s “The Devil’s Decade” and I 
agree – not just because of permissiveness but also through nuclear weapons etc. -- and 
I am glad when a man of the church says the place for mating is a man-woman 
marriage. Let us flee from fornication!

Frank McManus, Todmorden, Lancs.
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LLG FRINGE MEETING
AT THE LABOUR PARTY

CONFERENCE
The L.L.G. Fringe Meeting will take place on

 

Refreshements will be provided
Please do come and join in the debate.


